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enthusiastically welcomed in London, was at once
restored to the post of Commander-in-Chief and
Master-General of the Ordnance, and a Whig
Government, including his son-in-law Sunder-
land, replaced the divided and nerveless Tories.
In due course Marlborough had his revenge on
the Tory Ministers, St. John, Viscount Boling-
broke and Harley, Earl of Oxford, who had been
responsible for his dismissal in 1711. He
frightened St. John from the country with threats
of an Act of Attainder and one of his last public
appearances was to vote (in vain) for Harley's
impeachment in 1717. As Commander-in-Chief,
the Duke reinstated his old officers in the com-
mands from which they had been expelled by the
Tories and championed the claims of the foreign
Protestant officers who had served him so well
in Flanders. He also exerted his influence with
Eugene to find positions for officers barred from
the British service by religious and other disa-
bilities. So there was a little fitful sunshine in the
winter of his life.

But Marlborough had small influence with the
new rulers of his country. They were not un-
grateful for his services. Yet the Whigs never
entirely trusted him ; nor did the new King.
And though he carried on, out of habit may be,
his polite intercourse with St. Germains, he was
past successful intrigue or active warfare. He
directed only from his armchair the operations
which were to bring about the defeat of the
Scottish Jacobite rising of 1715 - his last snub to
the exiles he had bamboozled so long.

The Duke, now sixty-four, dwelt quietly at